A GUIDE FOR ART CRITICISM
Produce a colour sketch of the piece in question.  Clearly label it with the artist’s name, year of production, medium, dimensions and the source of the illustration.
General Reaction

· What’s your first response to this work?

· How does this make you feel?

· What does it make you think of?

· What does it remind you of?

Description

Obvious Thematic, Formal, and Technical Qualities

· What images do you see?

· Are there any outstanding or unusual features you notice?

· Are there any dark/light areas? Rough/unusual textures?

Formal Relationships of Shapes and Images

· What colours/shapes/textures/lines dominate the image? Why?

· Do you see contrast? What causes it?

Formal Characterization

· What mood is presented? How are we meant to feel in the presence of this piece? Why? What/s the evidence?

· Is this realistic? Formalistic? Expressive?

· Is this primitive, slick, aggressive, bold, intellectual, over powering, timid, monumental, fluid, abstract, cool, static, rhythmic, hot, etc?  How? What’s the evidence?

Contextual Examination

· What was the ARTIST’S POINT OR INTENTION?

· What does the work tell us about the time when it was produced?

Interpretation

· If you were inside the work, what would you be thinking/feeling?

Evaluation
Personal Experience

· Have your perceptions/feelings of it changed since starting this critique?
Aesthetic Judgment

· Is the work well made? Does it exhibit a high degree of technical, compositional, and/or conceptual skill?

· Does it move you? Does it have the aesthetic power to make you feel something strongly, or think something new, or move you to action in any way?

